[Blood endotoxin in acute pancreatitis using limulus amebocyte lysate test (LAL test)].
Forty-five cases of acute pancreatitis observed during the period 1986-88 were included in this study. Four of the 45 patients were operated during the acute phase and of these, two died. The remaining 41 patients were treated with conservative therapy using the application of a nasogastric tube, analgesics, and the endovenous administration of various solutions and antibiotics. The severity of each attack of pancreatitis was assessed according to Ranson and Agarwal's criteria. In severe cases (more than 3 of Ranson's criteria) the presence of endotoxin in the systemic circulation was shown using the "limulus" method, together with contemporary low levels of C3 complement factor. As is evident from the results of the study, the presence of endotoxinemia and the low level of C3 in acute pancreatitis are related to the high percentage of complications.